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Fe]ine ]mmunodeﬁciency Virus (F]\/) and Fe!ine Leuicaemia Virus (FeLV)

IV and [Tel V are found onlﬁ in cats and at present there is no evidence to suggest theg can affect
other sPecies. They are very similar in their disease process and transmission. Once infected with
eithervirus a cat will remain infected for it’s whole life. Some cats canlive a re!atively normal life
despite being infected but they can still spreac} the disease. | he virus causes Probiems with the cats
immune system, lcaving them susceptible to other diseases and infections. Pecause of this, the signs
of ]:l\/ and Fel Vare quitc non~sPechCic. Cats may become ]cthargic, have a decreased aPPctitc,
show respiratorg &isease, infected mou’c}'xs, vomiting and diarrhoeaJ genera”y what you would expec’c of
a cat with a reduced immune system. Some cats may recover from these symptoms initia”g but usua”g
go downhill again soon after. ]n some cases cats with ]:l\/ and el Vare more suscePtible to some
types of tumour. |n feral colonies, where the disecases are present, female cats will be more likeig to

abort and any kittens born may be weaklﬁ.

j:l‘\/ and Fel Vare sPrcacl in saliva so biting during cat Figlﬂ’cs is one of the main routes of infection.
Theg can also be spread during mutual grooming, mating and from mother to ogspring. This
obvious]y makes it a common condition in feral cat colonies which have wandcring tom cats and

un-controlled brccding.

To cliagnos@ ]:l\/ and Fel Va blood samplc has to be taken. ]1C the catis a!rcady showing signs of
disease then the outlook is poor. Cats who are not il may remain hcaltlﬂy for !ong Periocls but, as
stated Previously, can be a source of infection to others. | o this end, virus Positive cats should be
kept incloors, and not allowed to roam Frcc!y. Thcg will at some Point rccluirc medication and
supportive therapg. This is not usua”9 an oPtion for feral cats and in the long termitis usua”y kinder
to Put these cats to sleep.

Frcvcntion is alwags better than cure. Neutcring P!ags a hugc part in the control of these diseases.
Neutered tom cats are less likely to wander, less Iike]y to Fight and defzinitelg less likelg to breed!!
Neutered females won’t breed and are less enticing to the wandcring toms. A neutered colong is

usua”g a healthier colony.



